
Looks aren‘t everything

Which flooring looks nice and suits which room? Renova-
tors usually spend a lot of time answering this question. 
However, if you want to ensure long-lasting walking and 
living comfort, the entire floor structure must be carefully 
planned and executed. A key factor is the use of an under-
lay – an additional elastic layer between screed and floor 
covering. It acts as a shock absorber and protects the floor 
from footsteps and other kinds of impact, thus increasing 
the durability and service life of the floor. Underlays also 
reduce impact sound and have a positive effect on the 
walking comfort. To ensure good indoor air quality, all 
building materials used in floor construction – whether 
screed, underlay or adhesive – should be absolutely he-
althy for living. These products can be recognized by the 
EMICODE® quality seal.

From robust tiles to elegant parquet and trendy vinyl flooring: 
housebuilders and renovators are often spoiled for choice when 
looking for the right flooring. There is also a huge range of colors 
and textures. Accordingly, a lot of time goes into the search for 
the „most beautiful“ flooring. But looks aren‘t everything. Floors 
also have to serve their purpose, which means they must with-
stand constant exposure to foot traffic, stiletto heels and carry 
the weight of heavy furniture that gets moved around. Add to that 
romping children, pet claws and many other stress factors. To end-
ure all these stresses, the surface needs a solid foundation. This is 
where the underlay comes into play: it is installed between screed 
and flooring, cushions the stresses and thus protects the fancy 
floor from damage.

Even minor surface irregularities, which are found in every screed, 
can be leveled out with the right underlay. No more wobbly fur-
niture in danger of tilting over. Since vinyl flooring is only a few 
millimeters thick, a pressure-resistant underlay should always be 
placed underneath. This increases the load-bearing capacity of the 
floor so that it can withstand chair castors and heavy furniture. At 
the same time, the underlay prevents the subfloor from showing 
through the elastic flooring. By contrast, soft, foamed materials 
should be used under hard floors such as parquet. They reduce 
impact sound both in the room itself and in the room below. In 
addition, underlays provide a certain degree of thermal insulation. 
Therefore, they are particularly suitable under cold floors such as 
tiles or for first-floor rooms without a cellar underneath.

Depending on the application, different materials can be used as 
underlays. These include wood, cardboard, cork, rubber or various 
foamed and non-foamed plastics. To sum it up, underlays have a 
positive effect on the durability and service life of any floor structure. 
In addition, they increase the walking and living comfort.

But that‘s not all: Healthy living is becoming increasingly important 
for housebuilders and renovators. All components of the flooring 
system therefore need to be low-emission – from the screed to the 
underlay and adhesive to the top covering, including the joint sea-
lants. Professional floorers only use products with the EMICODE® 
seal because they meet the world‘s most stringent emission limits. 
Sustainable, environmentally compatible building materials that are 
healthy for our homes also help to save our planet‘s resources. At 
the end of the day, high-quality, healthy building products are also 
an important factor in increasing the resale value of your property

More information about the EMICODE®
can be found at: www.emicode.com

Underlays provide a stable base for floor coverings
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Only products complying with the most stringent emission limits are awarded the EMICODE® 
label. Manufacturers must undertake to produce these products according to high quality 
standards and subject to strict monitoring to fulfil the EMICODE® requirements at all times. To 
ensure maximum reliability of the emission values claimed by the manufacturers, the products 
are regularly submitted to random spot checks by independent, internationally recognized 
testing institutes. The EMICODE® label is currently used in up to 20 languages. The GEV (Gemein-
schaft emissionskontrollierte Verlegewerkstoffe, Klebstoffe und Bauprodukte e.V.) in Düsseldorf 
has been responsible for EMICODE® since 1997. Contact: info@emicode.com
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